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CHAP.VH ished up to the rear of Sherman's army and the
Pursuit renewed. This pursuit brought him up
to fae vicinity of Allatoona. This place was very
strongly intrenched, and naturally a very defensible
position. An assault upon it was not thought of,
but preparations were made to flank the enemy out
of it. This was done by sending a large force
around our right, by the way of Dallas, to reach
the rear of the enemy. Before reaching there,
however, they found the enemy fortified in their
way, and there resulted hard fighting for about a
week at a place called New Hope Church. On the
left our troops also were fortified, and as close up
to the enemy as they could get. They kept work-
ing still farther around to the left toward the rail-
road. This was the case more particularly with the
cavalry. By the 4th of June Johnston found that
he was being hemmed in so rapidly that lie drew
off, and AUatoona was left in our possession.

Allatoona, being an important place, was strongly
intrenched for occupation by our troops before ad-
vaneing farther, and made a secondary base of sup-
plies. The railroad was finished up to that point,
the intrenehments completed, storehouses provided
for food, and the army got in readiness for a further
advance. The rains, however, were falling in such
torrents that it was impossible to move the army by
the side roads which they would have to move upon
ia order to turn Johnston out of his new position.

While Sherman's army lay here, General F. P.
Blair returned to it, bringing with him the two
divisions of veterans who had been on furlough.

Johnston had fallen back to Marietta and Kene-
saw Mountain, where strong intrenehments awaitedugh which a stream,
